
 
Part 2 – Writing from Sources (Argument Essay) 

 
Topic: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
I. Introduction 

A. Begin with background information on your topic - a definition, historical 
information, quote, statistic etc. 

___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
B. Concluding Sentence: Your thesis (What you are proving?/State your claim.  You 
need to answer the question proposed in the topic.) 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
II.  YOUR ARGUMENT:  
This paragraph SUPPORTS your thesis.  Use at least TWO sources to support your claim.  For 
each example, you must explain WHY/HOW this supports your claim.   

 A. Topic Sentence in support of your thesis. 
___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
B.  Text # ________ - Use at least TWO examples from this source to support your 
claim.  Make sure you cite line numbers after your examples.  For every 
example/quote, don’t forget to explain WHY/HOW this proves your claim true. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 



C. Text # __________ - Use at least TWO examples from this source to support your 
claim.  Make sure you cite line numbers after your examples.  For every 
example/quote, don’t forget to explain WHY/HOW this proves your claim true. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

III.  COUNTER-ARGUMENT: (Should be shorter than your Argument paragraph) 
This paragraph briefly discusses the OPPOSING side of the issue.  What does the other 
viewpoint claim?  Use ONE source to present the counterclaim.   

 A. Topic sentence that presents the counterclaim 
  On the other hand, there are some who argue ______________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________. 
  

B.  Text # _______ - Use 1-2 examples to show why the opposing side has this  
opinion.  Make sure you cite line numbers after your examples. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

C.  Concluding Sentence:  Why is this opinion wrong, and why is your 
argument better?  
________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 



 
IV.  Conclusion 
 A. Restate your thesis (argument).  

Clearly,____________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
  

B.  Summarize your claims in support of your thesis. 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If you can’t remember this whole outline, at least remember this 
acronym: TACC 
 
Thesis - Your answer to the topic question.  What are you proving? 

Argument - Now it’s time to prove why your opinion is right.  Use at least 2 sources to  
prove your point. 

Counter-argument - The opposite claim - why do some people believe something  
else? 

Conclusion - Restate your thesis and summarize why you are right and the others are  
   wrong. 


